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From Catherine Wilson 

 

It’s April, so I begin with a quotation from William Shakespeare, arguably one of the greatest of English 

poets, who was born in April in 1564.  As Juliet leans out of her balcony window, full of love for Romeo who 

comes from a rival family, she muses to herself ‘What’s in a name?’ 

Our Christian names are given to us at birth, and we are stuck with them unless we go to the trouble of 

changing them legally by Deed Poll.  They identify us, become part of us, and define us as we go through life, 

although they probably say more about our parents than about us. Soon there will be a new royal baby: will 

Prince Harry and Meghan go for a traditional name (Victoria or Arthur are favourites) or choose a modern 

one? 

Essentially though, a name is only the label we use to identify a person or an object, and doesn’t change 

what it is. As Juliet famously goes on to say ‘That which we call a rose, By any other name would smell as 

sweet’!  

You may have noticed that in this Benefice we have started to use different names for some of our services. 

We want to make it easier for people who don’t usually come to church to know what to expect. The actual 

content and format of the services will remain the same, but hopefully the new names will describe more 

clearly what goes on there.  

TS Eliot thought that ‘The naming of cats is a difficult matter’ – well the naming of services is also quite 

tricky! These names are an experiment at the moment, so please let the church wardens or clergy know 

what you (and maybe other people) think – remembering that the reason for the changes is to become more 

accessible to people outside the usual congregation.  

As we celebrate Easter this month, I am sometimes asked what the name ‘Easter’ means; it originates from 

the name of a goddess who was worshipped in the Springtime in pre-Christian times. Not a very helpful label 

for the most important festival in the Christian year! Far better to consider the name of the person who is 

the focus of our celebrations – Jesus Christ. When Joseph was told that Mary’s child was the son of God, the 

angel gave specific instructions: ‘You are to name him Jesus for he will save his people from their sins’. 



The name Jesus means ‘Saviour’ or ‘the Lord saves’ – an ideal label for the person who loved the world and 

its people so much that he came to earth to die for us, and then conquered death by rising to life after three 

days. 

What’s in a name? Jesus’ name says it all! Happy Easter! 

Catherine Wilson  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
  

Newsletter Information 
 

Publication Dates 
The Stagsden Village Newsletter is produced 
every other month on or around the 1st of Oct, Dec, 
Feb, Apr, Jun, and Aug. 
 

Deadlines 
Please submit all contributions by the 20th of the 
month preceding the publication date. 
 

Contributions 
The Newsletter seeks to provide information, news 
items, reports on recent events and to support / 
build up the village community. 
We reserve the right to decline to publish articles 
which are of a personal or critical nature which do 
not uphold its values and ethos. 
 

Distribution 
The Stagsden Village Newsletter is distributed by 
volunteers to every household in the Parish and 
some beyond. If you can help with delivery, or 
would like an electronic version of the newsletter, 
please let us know. 
 

Advertisements 
The advertisements help to pay for the Newsletter 
with any excess going to the Friends of St. 
Leonard’s.  Please support your local businesses. 
Costs of placing advertisements for all 6 editions 
(covering 12 months) are as follows; 
¼ Page - £18  ⅓ Page - £24 
½ Page – £36   Full Page - £72 
 

Thanks 
Thanks to all our many contributors, distributors, 
readers and the NFU for the printing 

  

Accuracy 
We try to be accurate but please remember we are 
amateurs so there will be errors. Every effort is 
taken to make sure the Village Diary is correct but, 
if a date is important to you, please double check 
before you plan to attend. 
 

Contacts 
To contact the Village Newsletter please email, the 
appropriate person below:- 
 

Editor ~ Simon Berrington 
simonberrington@btinternet.com 
 

Treasurer & Adverts ~ Simon Berrington 
 
 

Distribution ~ Lesley Brown  
jrichardbrown@btinternet.com 
 

Editorial 
 
Thank you everyone for your article contributions. 
If you see a contributor in the village please do 
express your thanks, we wouldn’t have a 
newsletter without them.  
 
Simon Berrington 
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Stagsden Village Hall 
‘POP UP PUB’ 

26th April    7-10pm 
Licensed Bar  

PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS ONTO THE PREMISES 
 

Fish & Chips are available to pre 
order only. 

 

————————————————————————— 
 

Cod & Chips £6.25   Qty: ……   £ 
Haddock & Chips £7.50  Qty: ……   £  
Fish Cake £1.30    Qty: ……   £ 
Sausage £1.75    Qty: ……   £ 
Chips £1.75    Qty: ……   £ 
Chicken Wings & Chips £2.99 Qty: ……   £ 
 
Total          £ 
 
Name:  ………………………………………………………….. 
Contact Tel Number:  ……………………………………… 
Please drop completed form along with correct money to The 
Old Vicarage, 30 High Street before 20.04.19 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Toads 50+ Draw Winners 

  

Village Hall Donation £58 per draw! 
 

Aug 1st L Mackness £58 

 2nd J Hodson £29 

Sep 1st L Mackness £58 

 2nd C Moss £29 

Oct 1st R Jacobs £58 

 2nd S Hodson £29 

Nov 1st M Fensom £58 

 2nd F Wilson £29 

Dec 1st R Heron £58 

 2nd J Haywood £29 

 

If anybody would like to join the daw please contact 

Joanne (823454). The draw takes place at the Coffee 

Pot. 

 

 



 

 



 



Parish Council News 
 

Gypsy and Traveller Site Appeal – Ref.APP/K0235/W/18/3195889 LOCATION : Bromham 

Nurseries Bromham Bypass Bromham Bedford Bedfordshire MK43 8RG 

An Informal Hearing was held in Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford, on 05.02.2019.  Cllrs Hodson, 

Jauncey and the Parish Clerk, attended the hearing and Cllr Jauncey made a statement on behalf of the 

Parish.  The Inspector has dismissed the Appeal, on a number of grounds and summary will be published in 

the Parish Council Minutes from March 2019. 

 

Speed Watch  

Would you like to volunteer and join the Stagsden Speed Watch Team. 

Everyone who takes part in kerbside sessions needs to have attended the initial training, so if you are 

interested in volunteering.  Please can you contact the Chair Joanne Hodson. Can you let us know asap if 

you interested so that a booking can be made.  Below are the current dates and locations: 

Sat 13 Apr at Police HQ Kempston MK43 9AX                  1000-1130 

Sat 18 May at Police HQ Kempston MK43 9AX                1000-1130 

 A Bedfordshire Police trainer will explain how the scheme works, the role of volunteers and coordinators 

Christmas Lunch 

On Thursday 20th December, 23 Stagsden villagers in their golden years sat down to a traditional Christmas 

lunch in the village hall. 

This was cooked, served and cleared up by members of the Parish Council and also Nic and Jane. 

The feedback this year has again been very positive with everybody saying that they had eaten too much. 

The Parish Council hope to be able to offer an invitation to this event again this year. 

Watch out for the date!! 

 

Dog Fouling 

 

The usual gripe about dog fouling has not gone away. The path around by the church is particularly bad, also 

the bottom half of Bedford Rd. 

I do not enjoy picking up other people’s dogs mess!!!! 

 

Play Area 

 

In early January we had a meeting with BPHA at the play area. 

They have agreed to spend some money on upgrading the area and the equipment. 

The plans have been shown to the Parish Council and it has been agreed that the Parish Council will 

contribute some money towards the new equipment. 

Hopefully this will be completed before the summer. 

 



  
Stagsden Defibrillator - Location: Stagsden Village Hall 

• The defibrillator is on the wall to the right of the village hall main entrance.  Defibrillators are linked 

to the Emergency Services Network. 

•  If you believe someone is having a cardiac arrest phone 999  

• You will be asked a number of questions by the emergency services.  

• If the operator believes the patient may need a defibrillator you will be are given the the code 

number to open its cabinet.   

• The patient should not be left on their own.  

•  If possible contact somebody else and ask them to fetch the defibrillator 

• Give them the code provided by the emergency services.   

• The Defibrillator contains instructions on how it should be used. 

 

Mobile Library 

 

The mobile Library visits Stagsden on the dates below. 

Outside the Royal George - Arrives - 13:55  Departs -  14:10   Apr - 6, 20  May - 4, 18   Jun - 1, 15, 29 
 

Bulk Waste Collection 

 

Will be on Sunday 23rd June at the following times and locations: - 

Oakcroft  1 - 2 pm 

Spring Lane 2 - 3 pm  

Wick End Junction 3 - 4 pm 

 

Contact details on any issues: Chair Person- Joanne Hodson 01234 823454  

                                                      Vice chair-Peter Brown   

Next Meeting:  Monday 20th May 7.30pm 

 

 

 



 
Forms can also be collected from Joanne Hodson. 

If you would like further information about becoming a Councillor visit the Electoral Commission, or email 

electoral.registration@bedford.gov.uk 

Please note that forms must be submitted no later than 3rd April 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
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NEWS FROM THE STAGSDEN ALLOTMENT AND LEISURE ASSOCIATION 
(SAALA) 

 

At the time of putting pen to paper writing this article it is a glorious Spring day, birds singing and nesting, 

bees and butterflies flying around the flower garden. 

The members are busy preparing their ground with a smile on their faces. 

Over last few weeks I have spotted an abundance of wildlife in and around the allotments, hares, pheasants 

red kites and a barn owl. Not mentioning the small bird population which there are many. 

Over the next few weeks we will be planting, sowing sunflowers for the future painting competition which 

takes place late Summer. This is open to any budding artists please look out for the date in the next write up. 

We still have a number of plots available from a small quarter plot @ £20 per year to a full plot @£52 per 

year. 

If you would like to discuss or walk around the available plots please contact myself Shane Hodson on 

01234 823454 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAGSDEN SPRING CLEAN 

 

Thirteen volunteers turned up for the Spring litter pick on the 23rd March – almost a record number and 

including some newcomers to our group. We cleared up all the litter along the village roads from the top of 

Spring Lane in the south to half way up Turvey Lane to the north and between the two bypass junctions east 

and west.  

 

Between us we filled 33 bin bags with mostly fast food packaging and tins and bottles. An impressive count 

and well above the average. A big Thank You to everyone who helped. 

 

We were featured on BBC Three Counties Radio’s Treasure Quest on which we were the first location. 

Listeners has to find the answer to the clue “It hosts a club that is 128 years old but only 19 here” – a 

reference to Bedfordshire Golf Club. Their radio car turned up to interview us and they took a group photo 

for their news pages.  

 

We have booked our next litter pick for the 28th September. Please turn up at 10.00 on the Millennium 

Green at the Bedford Road/Spring Lane junction. It only takes a couple of hours and is worth it to see the 

village clear of litter. 

 

Dick Thompson 

01234 824477 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

The Garden Rooms 
10 Bedford Road Stagsden 

01234 823454 
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk 

 
We offer our guests a high standard of accomodation, with special 

homely touches 
 

All 3 bedrooms have ensuite shower rooms  
with bathrobes 

Homemade cake and tea tray on arrival 
Homemade biscuits on hospitality trays in rooms.  

 
A choice of full cooked breakfast, using our own eggs, or other 

breakfast selections from the breakfast buffet.  
All diets catered for with prior notice. 

  
Please contact Joanne or Shane for more information and tariffs.  

You are more than welcome to come and have a look round. 

 



  
 

 
 

 

 

ALL STITCHES 

Hand Knitting 
& 

Needlecrafts 

___________________ 

Briar Bank Park 

Wilstead 

Beds 

MK45 3ES 

Tues – Sat 

9.30 – 16.30 

__________________ 

01234 740099 

Info @allstitches.co.uk 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 
 

 

 



FUTURE DIARY DATES 
  Event and Time Venue Contact 

 28th Sept Village Litter Pick 10am-12pm Millennium Grn Dick Thompson 

     

     

 
 

Please double check any date that is important to you 

VILLAGE DIARY FOR APRIL 2019 
  Event and Time Venue Contact 

Mon 1st Apr Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 2nd Apr Stagsden Historical Society 7.30 p.m. Village Hall Margaret 825459 

Wed 3rd Apr Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 4th Apr Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 5th Apr    

Sat 6th Apr    

Sun 7th Apr No Service St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 

Mon 8th Apr Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 9th Apr    

Wed 10th Apr Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 11th Apr Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 12th Apr    

Sat 13th Apr    

Sun 14th Apr Holy Communion 9.00 a.m. St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 

Mon 15th Apr Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 16th Apr    

Wed 17th Apr Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 18th Apr Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 19th Apr    

Sat 20th Apr    

Sun 21st Apr Family Worship 10.30 a.m. St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 

Mon 22nd Apr    

Tue 23rd Apr    

Wed 24th Apr Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 25th Apr Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 26th Apr    

Sat 27th Apr    

Sun 28th Apr Holy Communion 9.00 a.m. St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 

Mon 29th Apr Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 30th Apr    

     

 
Service details are available on the Benefice website – www.bromhambenefice.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bromhambenefice.org/
http://www.bromhambenefice.org/


 

VILLAGE DIARY FOR MAY 2019 
  Event and Time Venue Contact 

Wed 1st May Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 2nd May Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 3rd May    

Sat 4th May    

Sun 5th May No Service St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 
Mon 6th May Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 7th May Stagsden Historical Society 7.30 p.m. Village Hal Margaret 825459 

Wed 8th May Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 9th May Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 10th May    

Sat 11th May .   

Sun 12th May Holy Communion 9.00 a.m. St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 
Mon 13th May Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 14th May    

Wed 15th May Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 16th May Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 17th May    

Sat 18th May .   

Sun 19th May No Service St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 

Mon 20th May Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 21st May    

Wed 22nd May Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 23rd May Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 24th May    

Sat 25th May Village Litter Pick 10.00 a.m. 2019 Millennium 
Green 

Dick Thompson T 824477 

Sun 26th May Holy Communion 9.00 a.m. St Leonard’s Benefice admin 825454 

Mon 27th May Yoga 7.00 p.m. Village Hall Fiona Gibson 269711 

Tue 28th May    

Wed 29th May Tower Bell Ringing 8.00 p.m. St Leonard’s Richard Brown 07713 074464 

Thu 30th May Coffee Pot 10.30 a.m. 
Yoga 1.00 p.m. 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

Monica Moss 826529 
Fiona Gibson 269711 

Fri 31st May    

 


